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    Every spring for the last ten years we do one of  our 
more impactful projects of  the year, certainly as far as 
changing someone’s life goes!  It is not near the scale of  
the Extreme Makeover homes or near the budget of  
some of  the fun HGTV shows like Fixer Upper.  But, in 
a very poor country where nearly everyone lives in very 
humble circumstances, we build new houses.  It started 
with Palmer Trinity School from Miami and expanded to 
participation from another High School in Miami, 
Westminster Christian School.  It is pretty impressive what 
these groups of  teenagers accomplish over their Spring 
Breaks.  First of  all they raise $7,500 to build the house, 

furnish it, and leave supplies for the blessed recipients to finish up details as they 
decide.  That is a task in itself, but really money is not the toughest part…these 
kids come down to Nicaragua and build the house, hand in hand with the family 
that is receiving.  It turns into an activity for the entire community and by the end 
of  the week it is always a party scene at the house dedication.   
    We feel like these projects really honor the Lord and always take time at the end 
to pray for the family.  We ask for God’s presence to make the house into a home 
and we dedicate the house as a place set apart for the Lord’s presence to touch the 
lives of  all who live there or come and visit.  This year Palmer Trinity built a house 
for a young man named Byron and his family.  Byron had come by every year to 
help build and this year the team blessed him with a house.  Westminster built a 
house for Franklin and his family.   Franklin is a driver for Open Hearts and if  you 

have ever visited, you know him as one of  the nicest, solid and honest guys to 
ride through Nicaragua with.  It was another successful year…God is so good 
and we are very blessed to be able to accomplish this type of  work!

   Short term missions trips are a blessing to us down here.  To have 
friends come down to visit and join us in our work is a real encouragement.  
Not just working together, but the time spent praying together, talking about 
the Things of  God and worshiping God together makes for some great times 
and is very encouraging!  We really do enjoy these special trips with friends. 
   Christ Journey Church came down in March with the High School youth group.  
We worked together at Club Esperanza with the over 300 kids we serve there 
everyday.  We held a Vacation Bible School with the kids in our tutoring 
program.  We also did some manual labor installing concrete benches in the 
playground and seeding the Vegetable garden for our feeding program.  Christ 
Journey is such a huge blessing to our lives personally.  It is the church where 
Chris gave his life to Christ years ago in that same youth group, and a church 
that has supported us so faithfully and generously over the last ten years!
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    Also in the Spring we had a group from Trinity Community Church in Tallahassee, 
FL.  Trinity is also a very special church to us.  Krista’s family has been a part of  
Trinity since before her parents were married, so to get to spend time again with 
friends old and new down here in Nicaragua was very special.  We had a great 
time visiting our different ministry settings with them at the Club, Casa Havilah, 
Casa Robles, Los Brasiles and a grand adventure out to Ruby Ranch.  The water 
slide is a classic attraction, but the time up at Chapel Hill with the team was also 
special.  We had an impromptu chapel service with the students that were with us 
and one of  the boys from the Club 
gave his life to the Lord with his 
teacher.  It was one of  those types 
of  trips, God is good!

     Our friend Jeff  Flavin from Atlanta, GA is a public school 
teacher and two years ago he had a burden to take his students on 
mission…well they were back again this year!  Along with their 
enthusiasm and excitement for working with the children in our 
ministry here, they also came ready to work.  Some skilled painters 
on the team knocked out a large section of  painting that was 
desperately needed on the main building at Club Esperanza.

Casa Havilah Update…the traditional passage from childhood in 
Nicaragua is the 15th birthday, commemorated with a “Quinceañiera” 
celebration.  Jaquelin turned 15 this spring so we definitely celebrated 
her life.  She has been with us at Casa Havilah for many years.  It was 
very sweet to celebrate her birthday in such grand fashion.  We joined 
her family in throwing the big party.  Jacki is such a sweet young girl 
and we pray for her transition into becoming a young women.  We 
pray that the Lord would draw her closer and closer to Himself.  She 
comes from very destitute circumstances, but we can’t wait to see the 
Woman of  God that she grows into!  Please pray for Jacki with us…
for her future and for all the great things God has for her personally!

A very big special thank 
you to Madeline Erwich 
who joined us this 
Spring as part of  a 
“Global Intern 
Partnership” with Christ 
Journey Church.  We 
loved having you with us 
and all the extra help 
that you were for us in 
ministry and in our 
everyday “normal” life!  

Family Update 
We are doing well 
through this dry 

season which is so 
HOT!  But God is 
good to us and we 
continue to love 

serving Him here.  
Our baby girl Juliette 

turned three and 
everyone is growing 
up well.  Thank you 
for praying for us!


